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ICE BREAKER QUESTIONS 

1. How many nicknames do you have for 

your pet?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Do you have a favorite nickname for 

yourself, or one that you wish people 

used for you? 

 

 

 

  

3. Has someone you know been given 

nicknames that weren’t nice? (Don’t 

repeat the names.) How did that make 

them feel? 

 

 

 

NICKNAMES & TITLES IN THE BIBLE 
 

• In the Bible some people have  

o multiple names 

o nicknames 

o multiple titles 

  

• Sometimes these names are given to them 

in friendly ways and sometimes not 

  

• Sometimes these names are meant to teach 

or reinforce something, whether good or 

bad 

 

• Sometimes people lives up to their names 

very nicely  

 

• Sometimes their lives are bigger and better 

than their names 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

FOCUSING IN 

1. How many names do most people today have? 

 

 

2. What’s the difference between an Alias, a 

Nickname, and a Title? 

 

Alias:  

 

Nickname: 

 

Title: 

 

3. Can you think of any persons in the Bible who 

go by more than one name?  

 

 

 

 

  

 

“NICKNAME” 

-   A word from the 1400’s 

-   From Old English eke name  

     (“additional name”) 

-   Later mispronounced neke name  

    and eventually nickname 

 

 
 

 



NAMES FROM THE WORLD: 
Sometimes people were given names to 
try to reeducate them into worldly ways. 

 

• Daniel and his 3 teenage friends were 
Jews taken captive to Babylon. 
o Originally had good Jewish names.  
o Daniel 1:3, 6. 

▪ Daniel = “God is judge” 
▪ Hananiah = “Yah is gracious” 
▪ Mishael = ‘Who is Like God?” 
▪ Azariah = “Yah helps” 

• To help them transition to Babylonian 
life, they were given new pagan names.   
o Hard to know what they all mean, 

but they’re not good Jewish names. 
o Daniel 1:7 

▪ Belteshazzar = “Protect the life 
of the king” [?] 

▪ Shadrach = “Made afraid” [?] 
▪ Meshach = [not sure but not nice] 
▪ Abed-nego = “Servant of Nego” 

• Getting new names was an attempt to 
change how they viewed their world. 
o Getting a new name suggests you 

have new authorities over you. 
o But these boys didn’t let the world 

redefine how they lived & thought. 

• Didn’t matter what others called them. 
They were still going to live for God. 

 
What are some bad nicknames that 
Christians get called? 
 
 
 

Be determined to live for God no matter 
what the world says about you. 

RIGHTEOUS REINFORCEMENT: 
Sometimes the Bible changes names to 

teach a lesson about the world. 
 

• Saul had a grandson (through Jonathan) 
with two names. 
o Jonathan named him “Merib-baal.” 

1 Chron. 8:34 
▪ = “Contender of Baal,” someone 

who fought Baal. 
▪ Good name, but could be mis-

understood as “Baal’s fighter.” 
o The author of 2 Samuel (4:4) used 

another name, “Mephibosheth.” 
▪ = “From the mouth of shame.” 
▪ It replaced the word Baal for 

“shame,” because Baal worship 
was such a shameful thing. 

▪ This wasn’t to insult Jonathan’s 
son but to teach a lesson about 
staying away from Baal worship. 

o Saul’s family had gotten a little 
involved in paganism worship, and 
that was a real shame. 

  

• One of the pagan gods mentioned in the 
Bible is Beelzebub, “lord of the flies.” 
o He was a god worshipped in Ekron, a 

Philistine city. 2 Kings 4:2. 
o The Jews later used this as a name 

for Satan, the one who inspires so 
much worship of false gods. 

o They changed his name to 
Beelzebul, “lord of filth.” Mt 10:25. 

o Every time they heard that spin on 
the name, they’d remember Satan 
was vile and despicable. 

MULTIPLYING TITLES: 
Some persons are worthy of many titles 

that reveal their character & power. 
 

• Names some good titles that people can 
earn.  
 
 
 
 
 

• What are some titles used for God 
(whether the Father, the Son, the Spirit, 
or the three-in-one)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• These titles remind us about the 
greatness and goodness of our God, and 
they teach us that we can trust Him to 
do what He promises. 


